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The veterinary partnerships that make rescue possible.

During 2025, Homeward Bound took in nearly 200
animals. Of the 50 cats and 140 dogs, some required
just a bath, flea medication and a nail clip. Some
were kittens and puppies that would need vaccines
and spay/neuter surgery. Others came in with

mild health issues requiring just a checkup and a
short course of medication. And some arrived with
severe health problems that called for blood work,
radiographs, evaluation, anesthesia and surgery,
followed by medication and additional checkups.

And, like every year, almost 40 cents of every dollar
the rescue spent was for medicine and medical
services. Those costs could seriously limit the
number of animals HBPR is able to help, except for
the partnerships it has established with two local
veterinary practices - Ocoee Animal Hospital in Blue
Ridge and Wayside Animal Hospital in East Ellijay.

“Homeward Bound works hard to raise the funds

that are necessary to rescue the cats and dogs

that we help, and medical costs take a big bite

out of our limited resources,” explains HBPR

board president Jean Tolbert. “We feel incredibly

fortunate that Ocoee and Wayside generously

provide us with discounted services. Their

partnerships really allow us to stretch our

funds and serve more animals.”

With the
ther

and Each

A mother-daughter volunteer experience built around rescue.

Kalee Coakley came to Homeward Bound to
adopt a cat and during her visit to the rescue, got
to see HBPR volunteers in action. The Ellijay dentist
ended up taking home two five-year-old cats,
Annibel and Augustus in January 2021.

It was a while later that she happened to notice

a Facebook post requesting volunteers for the
HBPR cattery. Kalee asked her then 11-year-old
daughter Ryn what she thought about the idea of
volunteering. The two had visited the Gilmer Animal
Shelter just to hang out with the cats before and
thought volunteering at the rescue would be fun.
“After we discussed it, | honestly forgot about it, but
Ryn didn’t. She kept reminding me until | sent in an
application,” Kalee recalls.

“Truth be told, at
the beginning |
thought | could just
drop Ryn off and
let her hang out
with the cats,” she
laughs. After an
orientation session,
she realized the
responsibilities
required her to

be there too.

For nearly three
years the two have
handled a morning shift where they feed and
water the cats, clean litter boxes, and socialize.

Kaylee and Ryn make every cat feel safe,
loved, and ready for a forever home

“Mom can do the litter boxes!” Ryn says of her
least favorite responsibility. “I love to cuddle
with the cats and play with them.” Kalee’s least

Dr. Lyn Lewis, Jr, Wayside Animal Hospital veterinarian
and owner, is the grandson of a veterinarian and
“has been in veterinary medicine my entire life. For
Wayside, it’s not just a business, we're part of the
community. Supporting a non-profit like Homeward
Bound is part of our service to the community, and it
makes sense on so many levels. We're both focused
on pet health and well-being, preventing disease and
encouraging spaying/neutering to prevent unwanted
animals. While Wayside’s strength is the medical side,
Homeward Bound brings administrative skills, and it
makes the entire process go smoother.”

“We are honored to partner with Homeward Bound
Pet Rescue to help care for stray, abandoned,
abused and surrendered animals from our
community” says Ocoee Animal Hospital Manager
Wanda Denslow. “Our veterinary team takes pride
in offering the highest quality care to these fur
babies who need a little extra TLC to get them back
on track to a happy, healthy and love-filled life.
Homeward Bound is diligent in their care and search
for the best, most loving and safe homes for the
animals that come into their facility, and we’re proud
to be part of their veterinary care team!”

If you would like to contribute to the cost
of medical services for cats or dogs,
please go to hbpr.org/donate.html
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favorite responsibility is
administering medication
when needed, “Giving
medication can be
stressful. It’'s not easy and
there’s pressure not to
mess it up because the
cat’s depending on you.”
Both say the hardest
part of volunteering is
saying goodbye to one
of the rescue’s cats.

If you would like to

volunteer at the kennel,

with caty oy dogs, please go

to hbpr.orgg volunteer.
1o see the opportunities and

Submit an application.

We need you/

But both agree that volunteering doesn’t just
provide a service to both cats and the community,
it’s important time together. “We get to have

a morning with just the two of us, when we’re
together, we chill out and enjoy spending time
together,” Kalee says. “We end up visiting with

the dogs while we’re there too. Ryn has gotten to
spend time with the animals and she’s become
very tenderhearted.”

All HBPR volunteers will tell you that a hazard
of spending time with the cats is wanting to
take them all home. In
February Kalee and
Ryn succumbed and
adopted their third cat,
Ronald. “We loved

him so much! He has
such a personality.
He’s so entertaining
and friendly, where our
other two are shy and
retiring,” Kalee says.

From surviving to thriving through foster care.

Foster
Spotlight

Surrendered to
Homeward Bound
in April 2025, Rosalee
weighed less than 30 pounds

and every rib protruded. In poor
health from overbreeding and lack of nutrition, the
three-year-old pitbull terrier/labrador retriever
mix had never been indoors, walked on a leash
or slept in a bed. While she feared
everything, despite all she’d
been through her tail
constantly wagged.

The first step for her

recovery was a vet-

directed plan to gain

weight. Rosie suffered

from constant attacks of

diarrhea and a prolapsed

rectum. Patient and kind

volunteers turned their attention to a feeding plan,
special diet and medications. It had taken a long
time for Rosalee to get sick and healing would be a
slow process. Small changes began to appear - she
would accept a leash and cautiously walk to the
grass outside her kennel. Through it all, she greeted
everyone with a big smile and tail wags.

Then in January 2026, the area was threatened
with a major ice storm. For the safety of animals
and volunteers, the kennel was completely
evacuated to temporary foster homes. HBPR
volunteer Paige Kelly and her husband took Rosie
into their home. “We made a safe place for her

in our office away from our three dogs, with a
crate, a cushy bed and a sofa she could lounge
on,” recalls Paige. “After three days, we saw such
a change in her that we knew she just couldnt go
back to the kennel.”

Rosie began to decompress, letting them in little
by little. “It started with air kisses, not touching but
getting close. She began laying on the sofa near us,
but not next to us. She started pawing for pets. And
she began grazing on her food, rather than gobbling
it down,” she says. Within 3-4 weeks, Rosie began to
bloom - rolling over for belly rubs and giving official
kisses. “You could see her whole body relax as she
began to trust us and get comfortable. And we
began to transition her over
the next three months from
her prescription food to a
regular diet.”

With Rosie improved, the
search for her forever
home could begin. “I
remembered our good
friends, the McDaniels, had
lost their rescue
dog about a
year earlier, so |
reached out to them
and sent them photos and
information. At first they
responded that they didn’t
think they were ready
yet to bring another
dog into their lives, but
just a few days later ;
they called and said 3 3

they wanted her,” [”"‘ S
7 -
e

Paige says. &

If you would like more information
about making a difference in the life
of a rescue dog by fostering, please
go to hbpr.org/foster.

. RoSajee .

PR

AN

D
a

A senior rescue dog proves love and patience can change everything

Lulu came to HBPR from a high-kill shelter in April
2020, likely saving the 10-year-old beagle mix’s

life. But during a routine intake checkup at the

Ocoee Animal Hospital, bloodwork revealed she

was heartworm positive. Heartworm disease is
transmitted by mosquito bites and is potentially fatal.

“The foot-long heartworms live in the heart, lungs
and associated blood vessels of affected pets and,
if untreated, cause severe lung disease, heart failure
and damage to other organs in the body,” explains
Donna Lehr, HBPR volunteer. “The treatment to

kill heartworms can take six months, and the dog
will have to be on medication the rest of their lives.
Given Lulu’'s age and medical condition, finding a
home for her was going to be a challenge, so we
reached out through Facebook to plead Lulu’s case.”
Far away in Lexington, KY, the Moore family was
searching Petfinder.

“In April 2020, our family lost a vital puzzle piece of
our family to cancer, our dog, Bailey,” says Dustin
Moore. “To help us all heal and fill the void, we
decided to open our hearts to an older pet that
closely matched our other dog, Sarah, in age. We
knew older dogs often wait the longest for a home,
so we had our goal”

The Moores started their Petfinder search locally but
didn’t find any available animals, so they widened
their search. “It populated a larger area than
expected, but when we found Lulu the damage was
done. It was love at first sight,” Kelly Moore recalls.

hat to Enow About

Why does HBPR require all its rescues
to be microchipped?

No one expects to get separated from their family
pet. Unfortunately, it does happen - doors are
accidentally left open, fireworks or lightning causes
a pet to bolt, leashes and collars break. Aside from
putting up flyers and searching the area, microchips
provide the best opportunity to

have your pet returned to you.

The microchip is tiny, about the
size of a grain of rice, and is
implanted under your pet’s skin,
usually in between their shoulder
blades. Each is encoded with a
unique number that’s recorded
in the manufacturer’s database,
and the manufacturer has a
website where your personal
contact information is connected
to the microchip number.

Any vet or rescue and many fire
departments have microchip
scanners. If your pet is found

by a good Samaritan or picked
up as a stray, a wave of the scanner over the chip
will provide the manufacturer’s information and
enable them to provide your contact information. In
addition, HBPR remains as a secondary contact on
all of our rescues’ microchips so a backup contact
can be provided.
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2026 ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

WHEN: Tuesday, August 11th
6 p.m.to 9 p.m.

WHERE: Talona Ridge RV
Resort East Ellijay

Come and enjoy great food,
entertainment and a silent auction
that will provide funds to help continue

Paws & Claws

The Moores drove to Blue Ridge for a meet and
greet with Lulu, who Dustin describes as being a
“hot mess” - along with the heartworms, severely
underweight and terrified of human affection. They
took her home that very dau.

Lulu’s recovery was not an overnight miracle. It
took a grueling heartworm treatment, eight tooth
extractions and six months of patient potty training.
Her journey proves that with enough patience and
understanding, even the most broken spirits can
blossom yet again,” Kelly says.

Six years later, Lulu is now about 15 years old. On
paper, it looks like she should be failing; she has
Cushing’s, heart disease and bladder cancer. “If you
met her at a brewery or on a walk, you would only
see her as the little old lady who doesn’t realize
she’s sick,” Kelly explains.

Dustin has a request for those thinking about
adopting a rescue dog. “Please don’t overlook the
seniors or the medical cases. Dogs like Lulu may
need extra care, but they give back in ways that are
hard to describe. They teach patience, gratitude,
and unconditional love. Lulu is living proof that older
pets and pets with health conditions still have so
much life, love, and beauty to offer”

hbpr.org/adoption.html

Adopting from HBPR

Why should | pay a fee to adopt a dog
or cat when | can get one for free?

It's true, you can find lots of dogs and cats being
offered for “free” on community bulletin boards
and in parking lots. HBPR’s rescues have been
brought up to date on their vaccinations, checked
for medical conditions, microchipped, and spayed
or neutered. To help cover those
costs, we charge an adoption
fee. Those adopting puppies

and kittens are required to

make a spay/neuter deposit
that’s refundable when proof of
the surgery is provided, and if
an HBPR vet does the surgery
the cost is totally covered. If

you calculate the cost of a vet
checkup, vaccines, microchipping
and spaying/neutering that
“free” dog or cat, you'll see HBPR
provides not only a value, but
peace of mind that your new pet
is as worry-free as possible.

Did you know: Nearly 40% of our
annual expenditures cover the cost of

medicine and necessary veterinary
services for the dogs and cats in our care.

Homeward Bound Pet Rescue, Inc.
Sources of Income Jan - April, 2026

Adoptions
$13,350

$19,753

Fundraisers
$3.192

Do

Grants
$7,000

\ S/N Certificates
$14,557

Homeward Bound Pet Rescue, Inc.
Expenses Jan - April, 2026

HBPR’s mission of rescuing and All Other ;g%gzw

finding forever homes for area dogs O e

and cats, as well as reducing the Vet Fees

number of unwanted cats and dogs in Spay/Neuter - $26375

our community through spay/neuter P;"zirg;g

programs. Look for ticket sales on |

our Facebook page! Meds &
Preventatives
$6,188

Talona%Ridge

How You Can Help

VOLUNTEER

Spend a few hours a week walking
a dog or playing with cats

ADOPT

Visit HBPR.org to see
available cats and dogs
and submit an adoption
application

DONATE

Help us feed, house and provide veterinary care

N

Employees Kennel Overhead
$17,631 ‘ $6,368
Paws & Claws
$9,335
FOSTER

Help a dog or cat find their
forever home by temporarily
taking them into yours

FUNDRAISE

Sponsor or participate
in our annual fundraiser
and other events we hold
throughout the year

Homeward Bound Pet Rescue is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) in the North Georgia mountains, saving

dogs and cats, puppies, and kittens. We rescue animals from local high kill shelters and from
abandonment, then we help heal and comfort them and find them forever homes.



https://hbpr.org/
https://us01d.sheltermanager.com/service?account=jh0211&method=animal_view&animalid=2739&template=animalview
https://us01d.sheltermanager.com/service?account=jh0211&method=animal_view&animalid=3009&template=animalview
http://hbpr.org/donate.html
https://hbpr.org/volunteer.html
http://hbpr.org/volunteer
http://hbpr.org/foster
https://hbpr.org/foster.html
http://hbpr.org/adoption.html
https://hbpr.org/adoption.html
https://hbpr.org/donate.html
https://hbpr.org/volunteer.html
https://hbpr.org/foster.html
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=4RXYgpVXDeWO2Hll9qiSLn4HqrBarXGeuu0-cDiSC2ORzTAWBpslwVfCvf9Bs6XAJstJxzdXaLlV-F_y
http://www.hbpr.org
https://www.petplace.com/heroic-hearts#celebrate-the-heroes-who-make-a-difference

